Give Kids The World Village is a 70-acre, nonprofit
“storybook” resort in Central Florida. Children with
life-threatening illnesses and their families are treated
to weeklong, cost-free vacations, complete with
accommodations, donated attraction tickets, meals and
more. Since 1986, Give Kids The World has welcomed
more than 120,000 families. For more information, visit
www.givekidstheworld.org.

2012

Thank You

We are deeply grateful to every corporate partner
and individual for their unique contribution; we
simply could not fulfill our mission without them.

Dear Friends,
In 2012 we welcomed a record number of families – 7,337 – bringing the total number
of families served to just over 120,000. And while we never learn the fate of each wish
child, through the poignant letters we receive from families, we do learn that an amazing
transformation takes place during their week at the Village.
Our families often arrive filled with despair, mentally and physically exhausted from their
struggles, unsure if and where they will ever find the strength and courage to fight on. But
happiness and hope are without a doubt two of the most empowering feelings imaginable,
and through your boundless acts of kindness you inspire these feelings in thousands of
families each and every year.
Through the gifts of your time, talents and treasures, you plant the seeds of hope. You
make it possible for a child to experience the magic of Christmas no matter the time
of year, to enjoy the simple pleasure of eating ice cream for breakfast, to escape into a
whimsical world of pirates and princesses, and to be tucked into bed by a 6 ft. tall bunny
rabbit; all priceless moments that allow families to escape reality, forget about their
heartaches and just enjoy precious time together. Because of these moments they return
home reenergized to keep fighting. Never underestimate the power your gifts have, the
tremendous difference they make in the lives of our special guests.
For 26 years we have kept our promise to never turn down a child and with your help we
will continue to keep this promise, as we know there are so many more children to serve.
Your continued love and support will allow us to meet our ever-growing needs as we build
additional villas, refresh our aging villas, expand our beloved Gingerbread House and,
most importantly, provide a home away from home where happiness inspires hope in the
hearts and minds of the families that need it the most.
With love,

Pamela Landwirth

Magical Milestones
Give Kids The World celebrated a magical milestone in 2012 as we welcomed the
120,000th family to the Village. Since its founding in 1986, Give Kids The World has
provided 120,000 wish families with weeklong, cost-free vacations that they’ll never forget.
It has been an honor to host each of our wish families, who have visited from all 50 states
and over 70 countries worldwide.
In addition, 2012 also marked the busiest year in Give Kids The World history as we
welcomed 7,337 families. This milestone was bittersweet as Give Kids The World reflected
on all the children it has served to date — and the many more we will welcome in the future.
It is the mission of Give Kids The World to continue to fulfill the wishes of children with lifethreatening illnesses for as long as there is a need.

Family Letter
Dear GKTW,
We were so relieved to board the plane early Friday morning and
head to Florida. After Kendric’s recent battles with pneumonia,
we really didn’t think his wish trip would be a reality for him this
spring. I am very pleased to say we made it to Florida. K was
healthy the entire week and he was able to enjoy every second
of his special vacation with Momma, Dadda and little bro.

Demographics
In 2012, GKTW served 7,337 families:
the highest number in the
organization’s 26 year history.

13

51

Amongst all this delight, lies a charismatic castle built for the children that holds individual
gold stars with each child’s name personally written on it. At first it made me sad looking
at the thousands of stars all over this castle, each one representing a child who had to
fight for their lives. Then I looked at Kendric’s expression and he was so excited to have
a gold star. This fun filled resort not only gives our children many smiles and laughter, it
makes our children feel like they are not alone for the first time. They are not different.
I saw Kendric notice that other children had thinning hair, scars, tubes and ports. This
is the one place in the world where Kendric felt normal and he was actually confident
enough that he approached other children to play with. I honestly can’t remember the last
time I have seen him do that.
Give Kids The World is packed with compassionate people and has 30 volunteers to every
staff member. It still amazes me how many caring and devoted people there are in this
world. To Give Kids The World, thank you. You gave us the best week of our lives, full of
unforgettable, spectacular memories that we will cherish forever! To the man who had a
vision for this Village, you make a difference in so many lives and you have definitely made
a difference in my son’s. Thank you for that!
Love Mark, Erica, Super Kendric and Davis
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We arrived at Give Kids The World Village in Florida on a Friday
afternoon. I guess I was mistaken about the most magical place in the world. Disney was
incredible but this miraculous spot (just for children who fight life-threatening illnesses)
was out of this world! The atmosphere was absolutely breathtaking. It is a resort 100%
centered around children and the moment you step into the Village you can see that.
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Top three states for
GKTW wishes in 2012
Texas		
Pennsylvania
New York

502
474
436

Top three countries for
GKTW wishes in 2012
Canada		
United Kingdom
Israel		
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315
48
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964 international wishes from 23 countries
around the world.
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Fundraising and administrative expenses comprise 8.3% of total expenses.
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Village Campaign Overview
In its founding year, Give Kids The World served 329
families—that number quickly grew to 1,855 families when
the Village made its debut in 1989. Today, Give Kids The
World welcomes over 7,000 families annually. When given
the opportunity to have a wish granted, more than half
of children diagnosed with a life-threatening illness will
choose a Central Florida wish, including a weeklong stay
at Give Kids The World Village. With such high demand, the
Village is at capacity many months out of the year. We want
to ensure every child who wants to come here can do so.
While the Village has grown substantially over the years,
its current footprint is in need of expansion. With your help,
we will make certain that no child will ever be
turned away.

Thanks to the amazing generosity of Orlando hotelier, Harris Rosen, the Harris Rosen
Foundation made one of the largest individual donations ever received by Give Kids The
World in our 26-year history. Rosen presented a check for $1 million to GKTW in 2012,
towards the addition of 64 new villas to the Village.
Harris Rosen, founder of Rosen Hotels & Resorts, is a widely recognized and respected
hotelier, community builder and philanthropist. In 2002, Rosen donated 25 acres of land and
$10 million to the University of Central Florida to develop the Rosen College of Hospitality
Management. Students in the program are often spotted around the Village as volunteers.

For more information on
GKTW’s Village Campaign,
please visit
givekidstheworld.org/
campaign.

To provide the funds the Village needs, we embarked on
a campaign to raise $120 million. While $80 million is
allocated to providing the family experience over the
next five years, $40 million will be invested in capital
improvements and growth. This money will allow us to
renovate the Gingerbread House Restaurant and acquire
land that will secure the future growth of the Village. In
addition, the Village will be physically transformed with the
addition of a new Town Hall and 64 new villas.

“I realize what an incredibly fortunate individual I am because I have been able to achieve
so much more than I ever imagined, and now I have an opportunity to give back, something I
have always wanted to do,” said Rosen. “My hope is that others in my position will recognize
their duty to engage in what I refer to as ‘responsible capitalism’ and to use their success
and wealth to benefit others, simply because it’s the right thing to do.”
Rosen’s amazing display of generosity jump started GKTW’s capital expansion and
improvement project and also provides the inspiration to hope for many more generous
gifts in support of our campaign. Currently, nearly 500 of the 7,000 families who visit the
Village each year must stay off-site. This five-year expansion project will allow GKTW
to serve more families at the Village, making sure no one misses out on ice cream
for breakfast or a tuck-in by Mayor Clayton.

Platinum
For children battling life-threatening
illnesses, the idea of meeting and dancing
with their favorite Disney princesses and
characters may seem like a fantasy, but
thanks to Disney that dream becomes a
reality during their once-in-a-lifetime wish
trip to Central Florida. Walt Disney World
has partnered with Give Kids The World
since our founding, and continues to keep
the magic alive 26 years later. Thanks
to their loving dedication, each family
member who visits GKTW is treated to
three-day park hopper tickets valid at the
four beloved Disney parks. In an effort to
provide wish families with the best visit
possible, Walt Disney World also provides
special perks such as, a Mickey plush toy for
the wish child upon arrival, complimentary
parking and stroller or wheelchair
rental, unlimited FastPass access and a
PhotoPass to capture special moments.
More than 97,000 days of admission were
graciously provided to GKTW guests
in 2012.
At Give Kids The World Village, Mickey and
his friends visit twice a week for one-onone time with wish families. Through the
VoluntEARS program, Disney Cast Members
are also frequently found serving meals,
entertaining our families and tackling
landscaping projects around the Village.
Platinum: 1 million +

At Universal Orlando Resort, wish children
dive into the fun and excitement of their
favorite films and literature. Whether
they are battling diabolical villains next to
Spider-Man, or soaring through Hogwarts
with Harry Potter, our wish families always
enjoy their time at Universal Orlando.
Each GKTW guest is provided with twoday, two-park admission to both Universal
Studios Florida and Universal’s Islands
of Adventure. The wish child’s button and
Gold Guest Assistance Pass grant the party
exclusive privileges like Express Pass line
access on their exciting array of rides as
well as complimentary parking and stroller
or wheelchair rental. In 2012, Universal
generously donated more than 63,000 days
of admission to GKTW families.
Each week, Universal brings the action
straight to the Village by providing meetand-greets and photo opportunities
with childhood favorites such as Barney,
Scooby Doo and Curious George. Universal
also supports GKTW through venue and
attraction design, such as Marc’s DinoPutt —
the Village’s very own miniature golf course.
In addition, Universal employees donate their
time volunteering each week and participate
in a workplace giving program.
Platinum: 1 million +

SeaWorld Orlando makes a big splash at
the Village with special character visits
from Shamu and Dolly Dolphin at GKTW’s
weekly Pirates and Princesses Party.
GKTW guests have the opportunity to
explore their inquisitive side thanks to oneon-one encounters with creatures such as
sloths and anteaters, brought to the Village
by animal experts from Discovery Cove.
As Give Kids The World strives to include
every child in the family, SeaWorld helps
fulfill that commitment by providing a
Shamu plush toy for every sibling upon
arrival. Every family at GKTW receives
complimentary park tickets to SeaWorld
Adventure Park, including the benefits of
special guest assistance, free parking and
free stroller or wheelchair rental. During
their visit, wish families can get up close
to the dolphins by feeding them with a
complimentary tray of delicious fish food.
In 2012, SeaWorld Orlando benevolently
donated more than 31,000 days of
admission to GKTW.

Platinum: 1 million +

Platinum: 1 million +

Since 1990, Perkins & Marie Callender’s
Restaurant & Bakery has been a
generous, and delicious, member of the
Give Kids The World family. Through their
dedicated fundraising efforts, Perkins
opened the one-of-a-kind Gingerbread
House Restaurant at the Village. Every day,
Perkins provides scrumptious breakfasts
and satisfying dinners to GKTW families
amidst the charm and whimsy of this
special restaurant.
Whether it’s a plate of warm waffles or a
bowl filled with spaghetti, wish families
never leave the Gingerbread House hungry.
Perkins & Marie Callender’s Restaurant
& Bakery support the Gingerbread
House year-round through a series of inrestaurant fundraisers and their annual
employee giving campaign. Donations
made through coin-box collections
and stuffed animal crane games also
help Perkins raise the funds needed to
continue to serve our children and their
families memorable meals. Thanks to
the continued generosity of Perkins, Marie
Callender’s and their guests, more than 4
million complimentary meals have been
provided for GKTW families to date.
Platinum: 1 million +

Gold
Walmart
and
the
Walmart
Foundation host special events around the
country to benefit GKTW. Its “Opportunity
to Sparkle Together” program, funded
by the Walmart Foundation, has pledged
to fund cleaning supplies, tools and
equipment used throughout the Village—
ensuring the worry-free atmosphere that
wish families appreciate during their stay.
Locally, Walmart Associates are also active
with GKTW through volunteerism at the
local and national level, traveling all the
way to Central Florida to volunteer their
time serving meals, scooping ice cream,
painting and landscaping.

Boston Market’s dedication to bringing
flavorful and wholesome meals to families
has never been more apparent than at Give
Kids The World. Since 2008, Boston Market
has dedicated funds to help build and
operate Katie’s Kitchen, a free-standing
walk-up café where GKTW guests enjoy
home style meals throughout their stay. In
2012, Boston Market served up over 84,000
savory meals to GKTW families. In addition
to raising money in their restaurants,
Boston Market employees donate their
time by tackling large volunteer projects at
the Village throughout the year.

Since 2006, Hasbro, Inc. has helped
inspire imagination and create playtime for
families at Give Kids The World. Hasbro’s
belief in the joy of play is evident in the
Village’s Hasbro-funded venues such as
Matthew’s Boundless Playground featuring
the world’s largest CANDY LAND game,
Twinkle Hope’s La-Ti-Da Royal Spa and the
wondrous Star Tower. Hasbro’s continued
commitment to children is evident every
Thursday during the Village’s Winter
Wonderland event, where each child is
invited to choose a toy to take home. In
addition, every wish family is given the
GKTW edition of the classic board game,
CANDY LAND, during their stay.
Gold: $500,000+

Throughout the year, Sam’s Club Associates
and vendors work to increase awareness
and raise funds for GKTW. The retailer
hosts approximately eight golf tournaments
annually, with regional events taking place
in Delaware, Fort Worth and Orlando. Not
all of Sam’s Club’s contributions take place
on the golf course, however. Managers
and Associates frequently travel to Central
Florida to spend time volunteering at
the Village.

Gold: $500,000+

Inspired by Henri Landwirth’s generosity and kind heart, InterContinental Hotels Group
(IHG), the parent company of Holiday Inn, became one of the first Heroes to help Give
Kids The World become a reality. For over two decades, IHG has raised millions for GKTW
through creative promotions, grassroots fundraisers and special events held at their
hotels worldwide. Staybridge and Candlewood Suites, Priority Club and the IHG Owners
Association champion activities such as Adopt-A-Villa. In addition to these efforts, IHG
employees frequent the Village as regular volunteers.

The International
Association of Amusement
Parks and Attractions
(IAAPA) has brought the enchantment and
awe of the amusement industry to GKTW for
more than 16 years. IAAPA’s dedicated staff
and members have generously partnered
with GKTW to coordinate amusement park
visits for GKTW families through the World
Passport for Kids program. As IAAPA’s
Charity of Choice, GKTW participates in the
Association’s annual Attractions Expo, where
amusement park and attractions industry
professionals gather together to golf, run,
ride and volunteer to benefit GKTW.

Gold: $500,000+

Since Kangaroo Express stores
(operated under parent company
The Pantry, Inc.) joined the Give
Kids The World family in 2011,
their fundraising efforts have
exceeded their already speedy
reputation. The convenience store chain
held two successful fundraising campaigns
in 2012. The success of their fundraisers
is credited to the dedicated Associates at
580 stores in the Southern division who
collect donations by asking customers to
purchase paper pin ups or donate loose
change in support of GKTW.
The treasured partnership with
The Peabody Orlando began 25 years
ago with a simple handshake between
GKTW Founder Henri Landwirth and Jack Belz,
Chairman and CEO of Belz Enterprises. This handshake
allowed for the first Annual Black & White Gala benefiting GKTW
to be held at The Peabody Orlando in 1989. Today, Mr. Belz’s son, Marty,
upholds that agreement and our Black & White Gala has grown to become one of Central
Florida’s premier events. Each year, GKTW supporters, friends and corporate partners
travel from around the country to gather for an evening of elegance, fine dining and worldclass entertainment, all in support of the mission of GKTW.

Silver

American Airlines has been a dedicated corporate partner with GKTW since 1996. With
the help of the Something mAAgic Foundation, American Airlines employees organize the
annual mAAgic Flight to bring deserving families to GKTW for an extraordinary Central
Florida vacation.

As the official charity of Davidson Hotels & Resorts, GKTW is fortunate to receive the
generosity of Associates across all their properties. In addition to the creative efforts of
their ice cream socials, golf tournaments and other fundraisers, they support GKTW by
helping us to increase awareness.

AutoNation has been a treasured supporter of Give Kids The World since 2007. Their
dedication to GKTW is perpetuated through their annual financial contributions. Michael
Short, Executive VP & CFO of AutoNation, Inc., has shown his unwavering support for GKTW
by serving as Chairman of the GKTW Board of Directors.

Kindness comes in many generous forms and LEGOLAND Florida gives GKTW the building
blocks of hope. LEGOLAND Florida serves as an interactive theme park geared towards
family fun. They show their commitment and service to GKTW by giving wish families
the ultimate LEGO experience. LEGOLAND Florida generously provided more than 2,400
complimentary days of admission to our families in 2012.

Aquatica sends splashes of support to the Village and provides complimentary
tickets for our deserving wish families, to enjoy a serene or extreme adventure at
SeaWorld’s popular waterpark. The laughter and good times are endless,
as Aquatica continues to accommodate our wish families by offering them
free wheelchair, stroller and locker rentals. In 2012, Aquatica kindly
donated more than 4,500 days of admission to GKTW — a wonderful gift
that gives our families precious moments to soak up the Florida sun and fun.

Since 1998, Coca-Cola has generated smiles at the Village by
providing both in-kind and monetary gifts in support of the
GKTW’s mission. Their contributions have improved the
family experience, aided in the construction of our World
of Wonders Villas and supported the annual Black &
White Gala.

Since the start of GKTW in 1986, Mears Transportation has been a true supporter. They
have helped make the wish trip experience seamless for every guest. Mears provides
transportation to and from the airport and between area theme parks each day.
Accommodating wheelchairs, strollers and large parties with ease, Mears has a vehicle
for any guest request.

As a Founding Hero, The Family of Orange Lake Resorts has steadfastly
supported GKTW. Each day, resort agents share the mission of GKTW
to raise awareness. This effort has generated numerous donations from
potential vacation owners and guests. Orange Lake Resorts have also
helped support GKTW through Gingerbread Run sponsorships, ice cream
socials, golf tournaments and frequent volunteerism.
Silver: $150,000+

Special Friends
Since GKTW welcomes guests from
around the world, the need for reliable
communication services is constant.
Despite only being at the Village for a
week, many guests are eager to share the
happiness and joy they’ve experienced with
loved ones back home. Sprint graciously
provided long distance services for our
guests and offices in 2012.

Ice cream anytime of day. What child
wouldn’t love that? In 2011, Unilever
responded to a Village need for an ice
cream supplier by committing to supply as
much Breyers Ice Cream as our cherished
families cared to eat. Thanks to their
generosity, Ice Cream For Breakfast is
always an option at the Village.

America’s Charities
Bimbo Bakeries USA, Inc.
Ecolab
Estate of Virginia Mundell
Hallmark Cards
K Investments Limited
Kindle Communications
The Sharon D. Lund Foundation
PVH Foundation
Mr. Harris Rosen
Silver: $150,000+

Special Friends: $50,000+

Sacha Charitable Foundation
Sony Electronics, Inc.
Student Media Group, Inc.
TinMen
Unique Ventures Group, Inc.
Wheaton World Wide Moving /
Bekins Van Lines

Supporters

AAA
Aaron’s, Inc.
Astellas Pharma US, Inc.
Automatic Data
Processing, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert
and Kimberly Bacon
BBA Aviation/
Signature Flight Support
Mr. & Mrs. John
and Libby Belden
Boggy Creek Airboats
Bradford Renaissance
Portraits Corp.
Brevard Bobbins Group
of Titusville
Space Coast Chapter
Busch Entertainment
Corporation
C & H Food Service, Inc.
CBT, LLC
The CarMax Foundation
Ceridian Cobra Services
Chesapeake Hospitality
City Beverages
City Hall Cafe
Clear Channel Outdoor
Mr. Yves Clement
Crowne Plaza
Dean Foods
Disney Cruise Line
Diversified
Dolphin Quest Hawaii
Elite Island Resorts
Ross Elkhay Foundation

Enterprise Holdings, Inc.
Entertainment Industry
Foundation
FilmScape Productions
Filutowski Eye Care
First Hospitality Group, Inc.
Florida Press Association
Florida State Distributors
Flowers Foods, Inc.
Mr. Bob Forster
Fortis Properties Corporation
Mr. Vern Fox
Frito-Lay, Inc.
Mrs. Nancy W. Garnett
Gatorland
Gaylord Palms Resort
& Convention Center
GE Capital Solutions
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas
and Chris Gearity
The Gibbs Family
Gray Robinson P.A.
Green Meadows Farm
Grout Warriors
GSP Marketing Technologies
Mr. John Paul Guerts
H.A.T. Service Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Dave
and Paula Hanson
HBO Services, Inc.
Heart of Florida United Way
Ms. Deborah Herman
Holiday Inn
Hormel Foods Corporation
Mr. Chad Hostetler
Hunter Amenities
International
IHG Owners Association

IBM
iFLY Orlando
ImageMark Business
Services, Inc.
Mr. John Italiano
J.M. Family Enterprises, Inc.
Jaggi Dynasty, Inc.
Jaz Foods, Inc.
JDK Management Co., Inc.
Jersey Mike’s
Jewish Community
Foundation of San Diego
Jewish Federation of
Northeastern New York
Joe’s Crab Shack
Kastory Family Foundation
Kennedy Space Center
Visitor Complex
Mr. & Mrs. Tom
and Danita Kessler
Kinseth Hospitality
Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Paul
and Jill Kirwin
La Esperanza Oil & Gas, LLC
Larose-Cut Off Middle School
The Estate of Jan C. Lehmann
Lowe’s Distribution
Mr. & Mrs. Craig
and Deirdre Macnab
Maison Chic
Marc Shore Associates
Mars Chocolate
North America
Mr. David Mason
Mathile Family Foundation
Mauiva Air Tours
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy
and Dana McNutt
Medieval Times

Mr. & Mrs. Macauley
and Cathy Nash
National Playground
Construction, Inc.
Network For Good
New Jersey
Amusement Assoc.
Nickelodeon Family Suites
Nordstrom Inc.
Northcott Hospitality
Northern Colorado
Pancake, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Richard
and Mary Nunis
Ms. Liz Obradovich
Ms. Jeanine O’Neill
Old Town Merchants, Inc.
Panama Jack
Paradies Gifts, Inc.
The Pepsi Bottling Group, Inc.
Pepsi Cola
PepsiCo Foundation
Pirates Dinner Adventure
Pirates Island Adventure Golf
Privat Car
Publix Supermarkets, Inc.
Dr. Kenneth Pyle
Quaker Steak and Lube
Red Bull North America, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Dave
and Donna Roberts
Robert E. Jones Foundation
Rochester Meats, Inc.
Sara Lee Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Albert
and Shirley Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. George A.
and Lisa A. Schott
Seek Aid, LLC
Seravalli Financial
Group

Supporters $5,000+

Mr. Charles
Seravalli, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy
and Eva Shea
Mr. & Mrs. Michael
and Randi Short
Sierra Lodgings, Inc.
Six Flags
Entertainment Corporation
Snyder’s-Lance, Inc.
Staybridge Suites
Sugarland Enterprises, Inc.
SunTrust Foundation
Target Corporation
Ms. Karin Taylor
Ms. Raleigh Thompson
Three-O-Nine Associates, Inc.
Tiffany & Co.
Today’s Hotel Corporation
Tourico Holidays
Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.
Travel Holdings, Inc.
Mr. Richard Trobman
TRUIST
Unite Here
Vitalize Consulting Solutions
Mr. & Mrs. Jack
and Abby Waterstreet
Mr. & Mrs. James
and Mimi Weinstein

The David & Betty Weinzweig
Charitable Trust
Wet ‘n Wild
Mr. & Mrs. George
and Diana Whetsell
Whole Foods Market
Wilson Hotel
Management Company
Win Stuff, Inc./Good Stuff, LLC
Windermere Preparatory
Volunteer Association
Wischermann Partners, Inc.
Workers’
Compensation Institute
Wyndham Orlando Resort
Ms. Joan Wysochansky
YPO-WPO
The Zenith
Insurance
Company

